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LIBRARIES AND OUR SENIOR CITIZENS 


by 


Senator Thomas C. Desmond 
Chairman, New York State Joint Legisla- 
tive Committee on Problems of the Aging 





May is Senior Citizens Month in New York State. 


During Senior Citizens Month, originally initiated by the New York 
State Joint Legislative Committee on Problems of the Aging, public and 
private agencies are joining in an intensive campaign to promote posi- 
tive attitudes and to smash myths which keep the elderly from gaining a 
proper place in our industrial, community and family life. 


To be successful, a program for our elderly must be carried on 
from day to day and throughout the year. But a period of time set 
aside to give recognition to the contributions of senior citizens and 
the achievements of which they are capable can more forcibly bring to 
our attention the needs of oldsters, how and why they should be met. 


The primary purposes of Senior Citizens Month are to help older 
people become aware of existing resources, knowledge and experience 
which will enable them to lead happier lives; to develop toward the 
elderly a more favorable climate of opinion by breaking down stereo- 
typed, erroneous attitudes responsible for denying them equal oppor 
tunities in our society; and to help in the development and expansion 
of needed community programs by interpreting the needs of the elderly 
to the community and showing how the needs can be met. 


Libraries are intended to serve all age groups and they are dedi- 
cated to the entire community. Yet if libraries are to be dynamic, 
vital agencies, they must keep pace with changing community needs and 
serve the elderly as effectively as they serve other groups in the 
population, 


Community agencies, in appraising their opportunities for service, 
must consider these facts: the number of people in the 65-and-over age 
bracket has quadrupled since 1900. Life expectancy has increased from 
48 in 1900 to about 68 today. At age 65 the average person has a life 
expectancy of another 13 years. Retirement programs now cover more than 
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10,000,000 American workers. Compulsory retirement ages of 65 for men 
and 60 for women are prevalent in industry. Age barriers which prevent 
men 40 and over and women 35 and over from obtaining jobs are not un- 
common. The "new" old have better educational backgrounds than the 
elderly of prior decades. 


These trends have great significance for libraries: more and more 
of our older people, who are making up a larger and larger proportion 
of our total population, have and will have more and more time for read- 
ing and services which libraries can provide. In their efforts to be 
of maximum service, and to "play fair" with all groups, libraries must 
conscientiously seek to determine the needs of the elderly and determine 
also what, in justice, they can do to meet those needs. 


The relationship of the library to older persons will depend large- 
ly on the librarian's concept of the total role of the library. If 
viewed solely as a place where books are available free of charge its 
usefulness will remain static and restricted. If viewed as an agency 
for bringing knowledge and enjoyment to all the people of the community 
the library will become a forceful, dynamic factor in community life, 
offering varied services. 


The library is only one, but an important community agency which 
can be geared to the needs of the elderly. To be effective, the library 
should join with schools, with recreational centers and with "Golden 
Age" clubs, for example, to help meet the needs of senior citizens for 
cultural, leisure-time activities. In large communities the library 
may Play a less important role. In smaller communities where the li- 
brary may be the cultural and social center for the whole area, it has 
the opportunity, if not the obligation, to set the pace for other 
agencies, 


Whether the library is leader or follower, depending upon the type 
and location of the community it serves, it is important that the library 
staff join with other groups in planning and carrying out programs for 
the elderly. In some areas, such as Rochester and Brooklyn, libraries 
have been cooperating with social agencies in formulating comprehensive 
programs for the aged. Such close working relationships enable the 
library to keep abreast of new developments which may affect the li- 
brary, to share in serving an ever-growing proportion of the population, 
and to give other agencies the benefit of the libraries' experiences 
with our senior citizens, 
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Recent Rooks 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Florence Boochever, Book Information Section 







Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


Atkinson, Mrs 0.T. Manhattan and me. Bobbs-Merrill. $3.50. 
A native Greenwich Villager writes informally and affectionately of 
the many-faceted,"vexatious city, New York." Amusing drawings. 917.471 


Atwater, Mrs M.M. Byways in hand-weaving. Macmillan. $8.50. 
Practical techniques for the enjoyable production of "handsome and 
useful articles" are explained by an expert who adds a chapter on the 
uses of handicraft in occupational therapy. Numerous diagrams and 
photographs, eight in full color. 75.52 





Becker, E.R. & Lawrence, R.L. Success and satisfaction in your 
office job. Harper. $2.50. 

Level-headed analysis of everyday work situations with illustrative 
cases, stressing the need for right attitudes and techniques that 







mg 







can be learned. Index. 51 
In The road to secretarial ae by Mrs I.M.G. Place and M.S. 
Strony (McGraw-Hill. $3.95. 651.3), two experienced teachers outline 


in detail the way to progress on the job. Photographs, drawings, charts. 
Check lists, bibliography, index. 


Bell, Harry. We adopted a daughter. Houghton, $2.75. 

How twomand-a-half-year-old Barbara became a member of the Bell family 
is told with warmth and candor by her foster father, a young adver- 
tising agency executive. Decorations. 362.7 






2 “Bigland, Mrs Eileen. The indomitable Mrs. Trollope. Lippincott.$3.50. 
The volatile, energetic mother of Anthony Trollope is vividly por- 
trayed in her diverse roles of devoted wife to a difficult husband, 
domineering mother of five and industrious woman of letters. B or 92 















Bishop, Morris. 
Dial Press. $3. 

An essay, "On Light Verse," introduces this entertaining collection. 
Most of the poems appeared in The New Yorker. Illustrations. 811.5 


A bowl of Bishop; Museum thoughts,and other verses. 





Bourliere, Francois. The natural history of mammals; tr. from the 
French by H.M. Parshley. Knopf. $5. 

"The first comprehensive attempt to present the modern findings about 
the real behavior of mammals... a grand, embracing picture of perhaps 
the most important field of research open to humanity." Ivan T. San- 
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derson in Saturday Review, April 10, 1954, p. 23.Photographs, draw- 
ings. List of species with common names, bibliographies, index. 599 


Brokenshire, Norman. This is Norman Brokenshire; an unvarnished self- 
portrait. McKay. $3.50. 

Unsentimental story of a popular announcer's eventual mastery of alco- 
holism and recovery of a lost career, together with an informative 
review of pioneer radio events and personalities. Photographs. B or 92 


Brown, H.S. The challenge of man's future. Viking. $3.75. 

An arresting, illuminating "inquiry concerning the condition of man 
during the years that lie ahead"(subtitle) by a geochemist who is 
deeply concerned by the complexity of the problem of technological 
development. Figures. Bibliography, index. 572.9 


Cassell's encyclopedia of world literature; ed. by S.H. Steinberg. 
2v. Funk. $25. 

Valuable reference tool with broad coverage and alphabetical arrange- 
ment: Part I includes histories of literature and general topics; 
Part II, biographies of authors who died before Aug. 1, 1914; Part 
III, of those living or born before that date. Bibliographies. R803 


YP “Catton, Bruce. U.S. Grant and the American military tradition. 
RH Little. $3. 


Authoritative short biography for the layman, the first of a new 
series, The Library of American Biography, ed. by Oscar Handlin,which 
will show the importance to our history of individuals molded by 
their times. Note on sources, index, B or 92 


YP “Chapman, F.S. Living dangerously. Harper. $3. 


R 


A thrilling, episodic account of the author's dramatic adventures as 
Arctic explorer,Himalayan mountaineer and guerilla fighter in the 
Malayan jungle. Photographs. Index. 910.4 


Clark, M.W. From the Danube to the Yalu. Harper. $5. 

This readable account of General Clark's experiences during the Aus- 
trian occupation and in the Korean War analyzes Communist policy and 
strategy and the problems that face the free world in Asia. Maps, 
Photographs. Appendix, index. 951.9 


YP *Commager, H.S. Freedom, loyalty, dissent. Oxford Univ. Press. $2.50. 
RH Five thought-provoking, timely essays evaluating, in terms of history, 
the "basic" freedoms, the rebellious experimentation that produced 
American democracy, and threats to its continued existence. Notes.323.4 


The Commonweal. Catholicism in America. Harcourt. $3.75. 

A series of 17 articles, all but two by lay Catholics, interpret for 
Americans generally the social and intellectual traditions of the 
Catholic church. Notes on contributors. 282 

The story of the Mass, by J.C.G. Conniff (Wyn. $2.50. 265) explains 

in simple terms through text and full-page photographs, four in color, 
the inner meaning of the Catholic's central act of worship. 

Catholic shrines in the United States and Canada, by F.B. Thornton 

(W. Funk. $4.75. 282.7) eives "the history of noted places of popular 
Pilgrimage" in different regions of our country and in Canada. Maps 
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and beautiful photographs. Index. 


Cookson, John. Before the African storm. Bobbs-Merrill. $3.50. 
The former English editor of the Belgian National Broadcasting 
Service considers Africa country by country, pointing out that her 
problems are "no longer the sole concern of the colonial powers." 
Map. Index. 

The heart of Africa, by Alexander Campbell (Knopf. $5. 916) is a 
newspaperman's vivid, perspicacious summary of “experiences and im- 
pressions" gained during 16 years of living and travel in "the most 
fascinating of the continents." Maps, photographs. Index. 


YP “Crawford, Marion.Margaret;the story of a modern princess. Prentice- 


RH Hall. $2.95. 
"Crawfie" continues the casual reminiscences of her royal charge. 
Photographs. B or 92 
YP Current, R.N. Secretary Stimson; a study in statecraft. Rutgers 
RH Univ. Press. $4.50. 


Concentrates on certain controversial aspects of Henry L. Stimson's 
career and his role in shaping American foreign and domestic policy 
during his service under seven Presidents. Bibliography, index.973.91 


Dean, W.F. General Dean's story, as told to William L. Worden. Viking.$5. 
With modesty, complete honesty and some grim humor, a hardy American 
tells of his capture and three-year imprisonment in Korea, giving val- 
uable insight into the workings of the Communist mind as revealed in 
the questioning and treatment he received. Appeared in part in The 
Saturday Evening Post. Photographs. Chronology, index. 951.9 


Demaret, James. My partner, Ben Hogan. McGraw-Hill. $2.95. 

Breezy golf talk by an enthusiast and long-time friend of "a hard- 
bitten little caddy from Dublin, Texas, who has become the finest golf 
player of the mid-twentieth century." Photographs and drawings. 796.352 


- *Dille, John. Substitute for victory. Doubleday. $3. 









A young war correspondent optimistically appraises postwar American 
policies and their influence on Japan, Korea and Formosa, developing 
the thesis that the Panmunjon truce was a "practical and effective 
substitute for victory in Korea." 951.9 





Flesch, R.F. How to make sense. Harper. $2.75. 

Provocative discussion of present-day communication, stressing the im- 
portance of daily practice. New readability formula. 808 

You have a point there; a guide to punctuation and its allies, by Eric 
Partridge (British Book juidion. $2.75. 421) deals progressively with 
the theory and practice of punctuation and such accessories as capitals, 
italics, etc. Appendixes, subject index. 

How to write reports, by C.D. Linton (Harper. $3. )029.6) is a thorough 
consideration of the basic principles of good writing with illustrations 
relating to special problems. Graphs. Glossary, index. 

Your're the speaker; a handbook on effective speaking for all business 
and social occasions, by Vera Gough (Morrow. $2.50. 808.5) tells "how 
to prepare your ideas in an orderly way and how to present them effec- 
tively from the listeners' point of view." 
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Fremantle, J.A.L. The Fremantle diary;ed.by Walter Lord.Little. $4. 
Republished for the first time in 91 years, this is a vivid, contem 
porary account of the South at war by a young English officer who 

traveled in America for three months in 1863.Map. Notes. 973.7 


Greenaway, W.G. The way to better angling. McBride. $3.95. 

An experienced fisherman discusses methods, practices and the reasons 
why, "to help the average angler fishing average water." Colored 
plate, diagrams. 799.1 
Tricks that take fish, by H.F. Blaisdell (Holt. $3.95. 799.1) con- 
tains numerous, tested tricks that can be used "with profit on al- 
most every game fish that inhabits fresh water." Drawings. 

The practical fly fisherman, by A.J. McClane (Prentice-Hall. $5.95. 
799.12) gives expert advice with anecdotes in illustration. Colored 
plates, drawings. 

The complete book of salt water fishing, by L.R. Koller (Bobbs- 
Merrill. $2.75. 799.1) is an enthusiastic, knowledgeable handbook 
profusely illustrated with photographs and drawings. Where to go and 
list of world records. 


Herbst, Josephine. New green world. Hastings House. $4. — 

A fascinating study of the 18th century naturalists, particularly of 
John Bartram and his journeys through America in search of botanical 
specimens for English merchants. Photographs. Bibliography. B or 92 


Jacoby, Oswald, What's new in bridge. Hanover House. $2.50. 
Expert presentation of important ideas for the modern bridge player 
to know about for use or defense. Liberal examples. 795.41 


“Kelly, Emmett, & Kelley, F.B. Clown. Prentice-Hall. $3.95. 

Filled with the lore of the big top, this warm, unpretentious life 
story of the popular circus comic retraces his career from boyhood 
days in Kansas to his present success. Photographs, drawings. B or 92 


Kesselring, Albert. Kesselring; a soldier's record; tr. by lynton 
Hudson. Morrow. $5. 

This candid reconstruction of the enemy effort, completed prior to 
the Field Marshal's release from prison in 1952, is a valuable con- 
tribution to military history. Maps, photographs. Index. 940. 54 


Logan, RW. The Negro in American life and thought: the nadir, 1877- 
1901. Dial Press. $5. 

Despite existing inequalities, the Negro in the United States today 
has achieved his highest status, the head of the Department of History 
at Howard University points out. Index. 325.26 
The development of Negro religion, by R.F. Johnston (Philosophical 
Library. $3. 325.26) is a concise history of Christianity as con- 
ditioned by the social background and changing environment of American 
Negroes. Drawings, tables. Notes, index. 


Macmillan, D.D. Good taste in home decoration. Holt. $5.95. 

This "new, complete, practical euide" concisely outlines the funda- 
mentals of decorative styles and design as background for individual 
expression, Numerous pen drawings. Index. 747 
“Decorating on a budget, by Elizabeth Ogg (Barrows. $4.50. 747) is a 
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delightful book on all phases of comfortable living. Copiously illus- 
trated, some photographs in color. Source and reading lists, index. 


*“Micoleau, Tyler. Major sports techniques illustrated. A.S. Barnes. $5. 
The fundamentals of baseball, football, basketball, track and field 

are explained by expert coaches and made graphic by detailed action 
drawings. A well-printed quarto. Glossaries, indexes. 796 

The pictorial baseball instructor; with forty magic rules to help you 
Play any position better in little league, college play, major play, 

by Lamont Buchanan (Dutton. $2.95. 796.35) visualizes every position 
through action photographs and deals with fine points of the game. 

How to play championship baseball, by Oscar Fraley (Wyn. $2.95. 796.35) 
is "a: step-by-step picture story of the big league way." Quarto. 


Millay, B.S.Mine the harvest; a collection of new poems. 

Harper. $3. 

Edited by her sister, the work of the late poet written mainly since 
1939 and hitherto unpublished in book form reveals her sensitivity 

to nature and the delicacy of expression for which she is noted. 811.5 


Neider, Charles, ed. The fabulous insects. Harper. $3.50. 
Twenty-four chapters by eminent nature writers record their observa- 
tions on "the great world of wonder, awe and delight which awaits us 
in the insect realm." Sources. 595.7 


O'Connor, Richard. High jinks on the Klondike. Bobbs-Merrill. $3.50. 
The zestful story of the men and women, famous and infamous, who 
joined the Alaskan gold rush provides a colorful re-creation of the 
"last outburst of the mass spirit of adventure on the American conti- 
nent." Bibliography, index. 917.12 


Oliver, R.T. Syngman Rhee; the man behind the myth. Dodd. $5. 
Largely based on unpublished sources, this sympathetic but factual 
record by a friend and associate interestingly limns the often mis- 
understood founder of the new Korea who combines the cultures of 
East and West. Photographs. Bibliography, appendix, index. B or 92 


Ostrow, A.A. How to enjoy yourself! Dutton. $2.95. 


_ Different forms of play and their benefits are persuasively demonstra- 


ted with familiar examples. Bibliography, index. 790 


“Rama Rau, Santha. This is India. Harper. $2.50. 

Informal introduction to travel in India, dispelling misconceptions 
and contributing to better understanding of the country and its people. 
Reprinted from Holiday magazine. Map, photographs. 915.4 


*Reid, P.R. Men of Colditz. lippincott. $3.95. 
Continues The Colditz story from 1942 until the close of the war, de- 
scribing the officers' routine in the German—held fortress and ingen- 
lous escapes, devised and sometimes executed, by the author's former 
fellow-prisoners. Plan on endpapers, photograph. 940.54 


“Robertson, R.B. Of whales and men. Knopf. $4.50. 
The senior medical officer on a British Antarctic whaling expedition, 
1950-51, realistically describes life on a "floating factory" manned 
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by 650 Scots and Norwegians, comparing modern methods with those of 
Melville's day.Photographs.Portions appeared in The New Yorker.639.28 





Runyon, A.M. & Bergane, V.F., eds. Around the world in 1,000 pictures; 
a photographic encyclopedia of travel to foreign lands. Doubleday. $7.50. 
Arranged in 10 voyages, photographs of noteworthy and characteristic 
sights and scenes with brief introductory text and captions will in- 
terest would-be, have-been and armchair travelers.Maps.Index. R910.41 
“auto guide to Europe, by J.J. Pastene (McGraw-Hill. $4.50. 629.281) 
supplies a fund of information for the person who plans to ship his 
own car, buy one for delivery abroad, or hire one. Maps. Index. 
YP “Festivals Burope, by R.E. Meyer, jr. (Washburn. $4. 394.33) describes 
RH the origin, the "where", "when", "why" and "what" of the main festi- 
vals in 21 European lands.Photographs. Holidays and calendar, index. 


Shapley, Harlow, ed. Climatic change; evidence, causes, and effects. 
Harvard Univ. Press. $6; $4.75 text ed. 

Collection of 22 papers by experts in various scientific fields, giving 
latest findings on one of the major factors in organic evolution.Maps, 
charts, photographs, tables. References. 551.59 

















Sheen, F.H.,Bp. Way to happiness. Garden City. $2. 
These brief, helpful articles apply “eternal moral and spiritual prin- 
ciples to the basic problems of individual and social life today. "248 


Shore, Mrs E.B. Born on snowshoes. Houghton. $3. 

How a mother with her three young daughters and an old trapper who be- 
friended them endured incredible hardships as they earned their living 
by running a trapline on the Alaskan frontier is related in a good- 
humored, robust tale. Map, photographs, drawings. 917.98 


73 









Smith, L.E. The journey. World Pub. Co. $3.50. 
In this beautifully written book, a wise and sentient human being 
shares "a handful of memories, a few experiences" in her quest for 
understanding. 137 





















YP “Stiles, Lela. The man behind Roosevelt; the story of Louis McHenry 

RH Howe. World Pub. Co. $4.75. 

From her long working association with the man who "played such an 
important part in shaping the destiny" of the four-times President, 

the author presents this illuminating book. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


“Tanous, Mrs H.N. Making clothes for your little girl. Bennett. $2.95. 
This inviting book suggests easy, economical ways to vary a child's 
wardrobe by individual designs. Illustrations, patterns. Index. 646.4 


Wallace, E.S. General William Jenkins Worth, Monterey's forgotten 
hero. Southern Methodist Press. $5. 

This straightforward recital pays tribute to a "vivid, naturally gifted, 
and superlative soldier," who was born in Hudson, N.Y., distinguished 
himself in the Mexican War and was buried in Madison Square, New York 
City.Map, photographs. Notes, bibliography, index. Bor 92 


Wertham, Fredric.. Seduction of the innocent, Rinehart. $4. 
A distinguished psychiatrist presents a profoundly interesting study 
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of crime comic books, citing numerous examples in support of his con- 
clusion that "both their content and their alluring advertisements... 
are contributing factors to many children's maladjustment." 741.5 


“White, W.S. The Taft story. Harper. $3.50. 

Objectively analyzes the late Senator's public career -- his victories 
and defeats in Congress, his political campaigns and brief role as ad- 
viser to the present administration. Photographs. Index. 973.91 


Wilson, J.H. A rake and his times; George Villiers, 2nd duke of Buck- 
ingham. Farrar. $4. 

A lively, full-length biography of a Restoration wit which presents 

a "man of intelligent and speculative mind" against the social and 
political background of his scandalous time. Portrait.Notes,index.B or 92 


Woodham-Smith, Mrs C.B.F. The reason why. McGraw-Hill. $4. 

Vivid, well-documented portrayal of the leaders of the tragic charge 
of the Light Brigade, with shrewd observations on British military 
traditions of the Crimean era. Maps,photographs.Sources,index.B or 92 


Fiction 


*arnow, Harriette. The dollmaker. Macmillan. $5. 

In big, elemental Gertie Nevels, Kentucky farm woman, mother of five, 
whose innate artistry is shown in her love of whittling, this striking, 
powerful novel epitomizes the uneven struggle against the tawdry mate- 
Tialism of wartime Detroit. 


Clewes, W.D.A. Peacocks on the lawn. Dutton. $3. 

Seeking rest after illness, English Geoffrey Harmer stays at an Irish 
country hotel, once a mansion, and as, bit by bit, he learns about the 
discarded railroad and the three men in love years ago with the same 
woman, this picturesque, absorbing story finds him caught up in 
romance, Adult reading. 


Cost, March, pseud. Invitation from Minerva. Lippincott. $3.50. 
With the dramatic tensity and precise dialog of a drama, the dinner 
guests of Princess Victoria Babenberg (of The hour awaits, 1953) play 
out their parts while an avalanche, brilliantly described, tests their 
mettle and reveals the years' secrets. Sophisticated. 


PR *Divine, David, pseud. The golden fool. Macmillan. $3.50. 


A kindly, devout Boer brings home a wounded Englishman who has dis- 
covered gold on his ranch and prevents its exploitation in this tense, 
romantic, well-told novel of the African Transvaal. 


"Eustis, Helen. The fool killer. Doubleday. $2.75. 

How 12-year-old, orphaned George Mellish's fear of a legendary giant 

is exorcised after his wanderings with Milo, a Civil War amnesia victin, 
and his adoption by an understanding, childless couple is the theme of 
@ poignant, haunting novel, related in the boy's own idiom. 


Eaton, Evelyn. Flight. Bobbs-Merrill. $3. 
On a plane trip, Martia Deane, widow and successful photographer, re- 
views her past in flash backs and, as she puzzles out her relationship 
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with her husband, decides what is to be her destination in a com- 
pelling, poetic imagining of life after death. 


Lewis, Norman. A Single pilgrim. Rinehart. $3. 

Contemporary Siam is the setting for this finely written novel center- 
ing in John Crane, branch manager of a timber concession, who is deep- 
ly disturbed by changing events in the Far East. 


McMeekin, Clark, pseud. Tyrone of Kentucky. Appleton-Century-Crofts. 
$3.50. 

Returning to his ravaged Kentucky farm with an attractive Alabama 
bride, David Tyrone, a Confederate soldier, strives to wrest a living 
from the soil and to resolve the strained relationship with his former 
fiancee in a novel of conflicting loyalties during the Reconstruction. 


“Parrish, Anne. And have not love. Harper. $3.50. 
In this three-generation story of pampered, Southern Clara Le Strange, 
is drawn with deft irony an indelible portrait of a selfish, attention- 
craving woman who, understood only by her grandson, was all her life 
“afraid to be alone." 


“Schoonover, L.L. The spider king. Macmillan. $3.95. 
A vivid, realistic biographical novel of Louis XI of France, authen- 
tically re-creating the pre-Renaissance period and the epileptic, 
"bourgeois" king who paved the way to a united France. 


“Sharp, Mrs Margery. The gipsy in the parlour. Little. $3.50. 

How the Sylvester family of prosperous Devonshire farmers, married 
to bluff, domineering women, react to the youngest brother's gay, 
fragile fiancee and her "decline" is told by an ll-year-old niece in 
a skilful, entertaining tale. 


“White, Victor. Peter Domanig in America: steel. Bobbs-Merrill.$3.95. 
Rejecting the comfortable home in Westchester offered by a kindly 
stepfather and the mother he has not hitherto known, Viennese Peter 
makes his own way in Pittsburgh and this absorbing narrative of stat- 
ure follows in detail successive steps in the young immigrant's be- 
ginning career. Peter Domanig: morning in Vienna (1944) precedes 
this volume which is first in a trilogy, succeeding volumes to be 
subtitled: Brass and Gold. 


Mysteries and Science Fiction 


Asimov, Isaac. The caves of steel. Doubleday. $2.95. 

“Christie, Mrs A.M. A pocket full of rye. Dodd. $2.75. 

Clarke, A.C. Prelude to space. Gnome Press. $2.50. 

Eberhart, Mrs M.G. Man missing. Random House. $2.50. 

oo Homer, jr. The sinister researches of C.P. Ransom. Doubleday. 
2.95. 

“Seeley, Mrs M.H. The whistling shadow. Doubleday. $2.75. 

"Tey, Josephine, pseud. A shilling for candles. Macmillan. $2.50. 
Upfield, A.W. Death of a lake. Doubleday. $2.75. 

“Wade, Henry, pseud. Too soon to die. Macmillan. $2.75. 
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MAGIC-—OLD AND NEW 
A list of fanciful stories prepared by the Department of Work with 
Children, Schenectady County Public Library, Ruth L. Adams, Head; and 
edited for the New York Library Association Section of Children's and 
Young People's Librarians by Ethna Sheehan, Queens Borough Public Library. 
Barrie, Sir J.M. Peter Pan: new ed. il. by Unwin. Scribner. $2.50. 


Bishop, Claire. The five Chinese brothers. Coward-McCann. $2.25. 
Incredible tale of the five brothers who "all looked exactly alike".5-8. 


Carroll, Lewis. Alice in Wonderland and Through the looking-glass. 
Macmillan. $2.50. 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth. The enchanted. Pantheon. $2.75. 
Romance and reality at the edge of a Maine wood. 14 up. 


Gannett, R.S. My father's dragon. Random House. $2. 
Original and humorous rescue of a baby dragon. 7-9. 


Grahame, Kenneth. The wind in the willows; il. by Shepard.Scribner. $2.50. 


Jones, E.0. Twig, Macmillan. $3. 
The story of the elf who lived in a tomato can in Twig's backyard. 8-10. 


Milne, A.A. Winnie-the-Pooh. Dutton. §2. 


Nathan, Robert. Portrait of Jennie. Knopf. $3. 
A tender "love story which transcends the boundaries of time", 14 up. 


Norton, Mary. The borrowers. Harcourt. $2.50. 
Fantasy to delight everyone who likes "little people". All ages. 


Pyle, Howard. Pepper and salt. Harper. $2. 
Cleverly told fairy tales, good for reading and telling. 811. 


Saver, Julia. Fog magic. Viking. $2. 
Greta's "other world" inside the fog. 10-12. 


Tolkien, J.R. The hobbit. Houghton. $2.50. 
A tale of dwarfs and goblins and a splendid, terrible dragon. 9-12. 


Travers, P.L. Mary Poppins. Harcourt. $2.50. 


White, A.H. The story of Serapina. Viking. $2.50. 
An amazing and unusual cat. 811. 


White, E.B. Charlotte's web. Harper. $2.50. 
How true friendship saves Wilbur the pig from the dinner table. All ages. 


White, T.H. The sword in the stone. Putnam. $3.50. 
Fantasy in medieval England. 14 up. 
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Free and Jnecpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscellany 


The American Indian now. Including Indian crisis by D'Arcy McNickle. 
(Round Table no. 828) University of Chicago. Chicago 37. 
Feb. 21, 1954 18p. 10¢. 


Hawkins, Carroll. Communism, challenge to Americans. Citizen 
education series no. 2. Governmental Research Bureau. Michigan 
State College. East Lansing, Mich. 1953. 76p. 


Humphrey, H.H. jr. The stranger at our gates - America's immigration 
policy. no. 202. Public Affairs Committee, Inc. 22 East 38th 
St., New York 16. Jan. 1954. 28p. 25¢. 


Lowry, C.W. Conflicting faiths; Christianity versus communisn, 
a documentary comparison. Public Affairs Press. 2153 Florida Ave., 
Washington 8, D. C. 1953. 4p. 25¢. 


Nelson, C.D. Church and state, a guide to study and discussion. 
The American pattern of interaction between the forces of religion 
and of government. National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. 120 East 239 St., New York 10. 1953. 39p. 60¢. 


Progress and prosperity, economic growth and social advance; a study 
in economic principles and human well-being. The American 
competitive enterprise economy no. V. Chamber of Commerce of 
the United States. Economic Research Department. Washington 6, D.C. 
1953. 23p. 50¢. 


Robinson, Nehemiah. Convention relating to the status of refugees; 
its history, contents and interpretation; a commentary. Institute 
of Jewish Affairs. 15 East 84th St., New York 28. 1953. 238p. 
$1. 50. 


Warburg, J.P. Our national security. 1. External security - which 
way to liberation? 2. Internal security - can we achieve it with- 
out sacrifice of freedom? The Current Affairs Press. 25 Vanderbilt 
Ave., New York 17. 1953. 30p. 50¢. 


Yerkow, Charles. Official judo; the authentic guide to sport judo and 
self-defense. A. A. Wyn, Inc. 23 W. 47th St., New York 36. 1953. 
98p. $1. 

Zerwer, L.G. Glimpses of a poet's workshop. c Emily Dickinsonsy Illinois 
English Bulletin v.31, no.1. Urbana, Ill. Oct. 1953. 23p. 25¢. 
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LIBRARY-SPONSORED SENIOR CITIZENS PROJECTS 
A Report by Some New York State Libraries 


The Bookmark wishes to thank the following libraries for responding 
to its request for information about activities for senior citizens 
and for sharing experiences that will be helpful to others: 


The Adriance Memorial Library, writes Mabel V. Corney, junior librar- 
ian, started late in September, 1953 a service of bringing books to 
the shut-ins of the city of Poughkeepsie. From October 1, 1953 to 
March 1, 1954, there have been 55 borrowers. All of this group, with 
the exception of five, are senior citizens. Books are taken to indi- 
viduals in 12 adult boarding and nursing homes and to 14 individual 
homes. At the Old Ladies Home a deposit collection of 50-60 books is 
left for a period of six weeks. During the five weeks of this service, 
1864 books were circulated, of which 1458 were fiction and 306, non- 
fiction. 

Books were selected from the main supply but a basic collection 
stamped "shut-in-service" is being built up and shelved separately. 
This includes westerns, detective and light, cheery stories of the 
Cadell, Loring type, nonfiction of current interest, biography, humor- 
ous and inspirational books. Mimeographed lists are distributed to 
help the reader make his own choices. These are of classics, nonfiction 
titles, "Starred for Enjoyable Reading" and "Entertainment for the 
Ladies," 

Personal contact is always made with each member of the service to 
determine the type of reading he will most enjoy and to fill all re- 
quests if possible. Two factors seem important: a friendly under- 
standing of the tastes and needs of the reader and a knowledge of the 
books brought to him. A case card is kept for each member which gives 
name, address, age, religion, previous occupation, information (on 
deafness, clear print, etc. ),type of books wanted. 

A steady increase in new members shows that "the word is going 
'round" and expressions of appreciation from our senior citizens tell 
us: "Thanks and thanks again for all the joy you give me." "I have 
written my daughter how quickly the hours pass now I have good books 
to read." "Bless the day I learned about this service! I have advan- 
tage over the youngsters. I can read half the night and no one tells 
me to ‘put out the lights.'" "Now from my armchair, I go down to the 
sea again," said an old sailor who had spent 30 years on the Atlantic. 
This winter he has enjoyed Forester, Wouk, Gilligan, McFee and many 
others, his favorite of them all, Monsarrat, "The Cruel Sea." 

In connection with a "public hearing for the senior citizens" at 
the Poughkeepsie Court House, February 1, 1954, a display of books and 
pamphlets on the aging, selected by the library, was placed in the 
window of the Chamber of Commerce building. 


The Corinth Golden Age Club, organized two years ago, is an alert and 
interested group, who are given the use of the Fire Company's Club Rooms 
each week day from 1 to 5 p.m., according to Mabel P. Shorey, librarian. 
Several members have spent time making cancer dressings for the County 
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Health nurses and mending for the Corinth Hospital. The Corinth Library 
furnishes a collection of books for the Club Rooms which members take 
out and return to the shelf there. They keep their own records and the 
librarian changes the collection frequently. 


Monthly meetings of the Fairport Library Guild, composed of women who 
volunteered because of their love of books, Mrs. Elma N. Gaffney, li- 
brarian reports, have resulted in rapid processing of new books, up-to- 
date shelf census, establishment of a vertical file, varied case and wall 
displays as well as flower arrangements -- in a small-town library that 
supports only one paid librarian. 


Mrs, Lillian C. Van Mater, director of the Hempstead Public Library, 
writes that in the village of Hempstead service to senior citizens is 
a cooperative project, sponsored jointly by the Hempstead Recreational 
Center, the School Adult Education Program and the public library. 

The senior citizens meet weekly at Kennedy Memorial Park which is 
the headquarters of all village recreational activities. They have a 
room equipped with television and other facilities and a staff member 
of the Center is assigned to the group. A planned recreational program 
is provided. The School Adult Education Program cooperates by supply- 
ing teachers in any leisure-time activity requested by the group such as 
ceramics, painting and other types of handicraft. The public library 
cooperates by making available films, book reviewing programs, exhibits 
and book collections as requested. 


A local history project has been started by the Manhasset Public Library, 
Ruth F. Cowell, director, reports. Many of the community's senior citi- 
zens have lived in Manhasset over a half century and have seen it change 
from rural hamlet to sophisticated suburb. With Miss Cowell a sub-com 
mittee of active seniors has prepared a 2l-page questionnaire covering 
all aspects of life in Manhasset and on the basis of this questionnaire, 
Miss Cowell has interviewed old-time residents and taped the interviews. 
Eventually she will take this information from the tape and compile a 
social history of the community since 1900. 


Mrs. Robert D. Merrill, of the Mynderse Library, Seneca Falls, notes 
various way in which the library has the cooperation of townspeople: I. 
Preparation and presentation of special programs: 1. Book Week - by 
school classes, Boy and Girl Scout troops under the direction of their 
teachers or leaders; 2. Annual meeting of Library Association, P.T.A., 
State Clubs, committees from the members; II. Committees from among the 
borrowers; 1. Flower Committee, supplies library with flowers during 
garden season; 2. Hospital Guild - books for annual meeting in Reference 
Room; 3. Study Club program committees - book meetings in library with 
help from librarian. 

Other "many little nameless ways" in which individual adults co- 
operate in keeping the library before the public include: free space 
given by the local papers each week for publicity as well as the gift 
subscriptions; gifts of memorial books and other book gifts. 
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The Oceanside Free Library, Mrs. Marion Sager, librarian, was host from 
September through December, 1953, to the Senior Citizens group while the 
Junior High School addition was being built. This group was started 
under the auspices of the Adult Night School and has a teacher of handi- 
crafts assigned to it. The librarian is a member of the Night School 
Planning Board and the library staff had the opportunity of meeting the 
Senior Citizers croup, as a result of which, many of the group are con- 
stant readers, The library association has added the names of senior 
citizens to its mailing list and invitations to association programs are 
always sent them. 


Emily Rowe, Readers Adviser at the Rochester Public Library, reports 
that each year during the month of May there is a Central Hall exhibit 
of books for the senior citizen, people about to retire and those who 
work with the aging. Specially prepared book lists are distributed in 
the main library and branches. The Council of Social Agencies and the 
Management Council of the Chamber of Commerce also distribute these 
lists to their members. A front window is used to advertise Senior 
Citizens Month and the Audio-Visual Department presents movies for the 
entertainment and education of senior citizens. 


The Starr Institute Library, Rhinebeck, Mrs. Florence C. Moore, librar- 
ian, cooperates with Adult Education in the Rhinebeck Central School 
where it is most successful. It serves a number of senior citizens with 
books and magazines and is glad to help in any way possible. 





Frieda F. Gates, Director, and Ruth M. Phillips, Assistant Director of 
the Syracuse Public Library, are members of the Education and Leisure 
Time Activities Committee of the Council on Aging of the Council of 
Social Agencies. The library has distributed copies of the bibliography 
on aging that appeared in The Bookmark to those working with senior citi- 
zens and also to students taking a course in retirement at University 
College. 

The Main Library and the branches have exhibited books on retirement 
and have distributed mimeographed book lists. They have cooperated with 
exhibits from the Grandma Moses Annual Festival and Hobby Show and have 
helped in the Senior Citizens' Booth at the State Fair. 

As the Adult Education Department, the Salvation Army and the Corin- 
thian Club have extensive programs of all types for senior citizens, the 
library has not felt it necessary to duplicate this work. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


Recent Accessions 


Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Jane P. Yawger, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may 
not have purchased, can be borrowed from the New York State Library. 
Please use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


AMERICA AND ITS GOVERNMENT 


American Political Science Association. Committee on American Legis- 
latures. American State legislatures; report. Belle Zeller, 
ed. Crowell, 1954.  29p. 328.73 ah99 
Bartley, BE. R. Tidelands oil controversy; a legal and historical 
analysis. Univ. of Texas Press. 1953. 312p. $333.1 B291 
Beauvoir, Simone de. America day by day;,tr. by Patrick Dudley, pseudj 
N. Y. Grove Press. 1953. 337p. 917.3 3386 
Goldberg, S. D. Government corporation: elements of a model charter, 
by S. D. Goldberg and Harold Seidman. Chicago. Public Adminis- 
tration Service. 1953. 83p. 380.162 G618 


ART AND DESIGN 


Gray, Christopher. Cubist aesthetic theories. Johns Hopkins Press. 
1953.  190p. 759.915 G778 

Hauglid, Roar, ed. Native arts of Norway by Roar Hauglid rand 
others; Oslo. Mittet. 1953. 1174p. 745 q371 

Neutra, R. J. Survival through design. Oxford Univ. Press. 1954. 
384p. 720.1 n497 


BOATS AND FISHING 


Crockett, V. B. Designing small boats for fun and profit. Van Nos- 
trand. 1953. 162p. (Van Nostrand sporting book) 623.823 qc938 
Davison, V. E. Homemade fishing; bass and trout waters you can build 
yourself. Harrisburg, Pa. Stackpole. 1953. 205p. 639.311 D265 
De Fontaine, W.H. Boatowner's handbook. Dodd. 1953. 256p. 
623.824 D314 
Klein, David. Your outboard cruiser. Norton. 1954.  230p. 
623.823 K64 


CHINA, ISRAEL AND THE UGANDA 
Ben-Gurion, David. Rebirth and destiny of Israel; ed. and tr. from 


the Hebrew under the supervision of Mordekhai Nurock. Philo- 
sophical Library. 1954. 539p. 956.94 Bhé6 
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Davidson, Basil. Daybreak in China. London. Cape. 1953. 19lp. 
951.04 D252 
Trowell, Margaret. Tribal crafts of Uganda, by Margaret Trowell and 
K. P. Wachsmann. Oxford Univ. Press. 1953. 4422p. 
572.96761 1T863 


EDUCATION 


Cooper, Shirley. County school administration, by Shirley Cooper 
and C. 0. Fitzwater. Harper. 1954. 566p. (Exploration series 
in education) ¥379.1532 0778 


LEGAL TITLES 


Farrow, Tiera. Lawyer in petticoats. Vantage Press. 1953. 214p. 
Law Library 

McCart, S. W. What every person should know about jury trials. 
Vantage Press. 1953. 72p. Law Library 


ROCKETS AND TURBINES 


Lee, J. F. Theory and design of steam and gas turbines. McGraw- 


Hill. 1954, 502p. 621 1478 
Newell, H. E. High altitude rocket research. Academic Press. 1953. 
298p. 551.5 N545 


SPARETIME INCOME 
Feininger, Andreas. Successful photography. Prentice-Hall. 1954. 


249p. 770 ¥F299s 
Lederer, W. J. Spare-time article writing for money. Norton. 1954. 
268p. 029.6 1473 


TALES OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


Annabel, Russell. Alaskan tales. A. S. Barnes. 1953. 137p. 
917.98 A323 
Clark, E, 3. Indian legends of the Pacific Northwest. Univ. of 
California Press. 1953. 225p. 398.2 ©0592 


YOUR HOME 


Cheskin, Louis. How to color-tune your home. Macmillan, 1954. 
203p. 747 C524 
Cissell, Robert. Stretching the family income, by Robert and Helen 
Cissell. N.Y. J.F. Wagner. 1953. 253p. 647.1 6579 
Margon, Lester. World furniture treasures: yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow. Reinhold. 1954. 186p 749.084 M329 
Stieri, Emanuele. How to make your home worth more. Prentice-Hall. 
1953.  204p. 728 $855 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Berthoff, R. T. British immigrants in industrial America, 1790-1950. 
Harvard Univ. Press. 1953. 296p. 325.2420973 B542 

Bretton, H. L. Stresemann and the revision of Versailles; a fight 
for reason. Stanford Univ. Press. 1953. 199p. (Stanford 
books in world politics) 940.3141 B45 
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Official Publications 


= OF NEW YORK STATES 
BREESE 


Prepared by Ethel Lansing, Gift and Exchange Section 























AUDIT AND CONTROL, DEPT. OF. New York city finances; a report to 
Governor Thomas E, Dewey by J. Raymond McGovern, State Comptroller, 
Allen J. Goodrich, President, State tax commission, T. Norman Hurd, 
Director of the Budget, George M. Shapiro, Counsel to the Governor, 
February 26, 1954. 1954. 30p. 


CIVIL DEFENSE COMMISSION. (County and consolidated county-city offices 
of civil defense) (1954) llp. (Information circular for directors 
no. 6A, revised, February 1954) 





COMICS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE PUBLICATION OF. 
Report...March 1954. 1954. 87p. (Legis Doc 1954 no. 37) 








COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Children's camps in New York state, 1954. (1954) 
72p. 





___ Jewelry store. (1954) 8p. Mimeo. (Small business supplement no.16) 






















CONSERVATION, DEPT. OF. Water power and control commission. Report of 
wells in Suffolk county, N.Y., supplement 2. 1952. 137p. 
(Bulletin GW-31, prepared by the staff of the Long Island office 
of the Water power and control commission) 


COURTS, TEMPORARY COMMISSION ON THE. Report, preliminary...March 5, 
1954. 1954. 42p. 


EDUCATION DEPT. Directory of elementary school principals and super- 
visors of New York state 1953-54. 1954. 160p. 


Directory of public schools of the first supervisory district of 
Nassau county, New York, 1953-1954. (1954) Unp. 


____ Fducation in New York state, 1784-1954. (1954) 166p. 
____ Organization and institutions, 1953-54. (1954) 2k40p. (Handbook 24) 


Our New York state program for the Cooperative development of 
public school administration. (1954) Folder. 


Bureau of audio and visual aids. Health teaching prepared by Paul T. 
Williams, associate in Audio-visual education. 1954. 27p. (Film 
round-up no. 2) 


Bureau of business and distributive education. Tentative syllabus; 
bookkeeping 1 and bookkeeping 2. 1954. 55p. 
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EDUCATION DEPT. Division of school buildings and grounds. Planning and 
equipping the homemaking department. (1954) 19p. (Reprinted 
September 1953) 


___. Bureau _of secondary curriculum development, Mathematics 10-11-12; 
an integrated sequence for the senior high school grades. 1954, 87p. 


Bureau of statistical services. New York state school districts, 


~~ 1952-1953. 1954. 60p. 


FEDERALLY AIDED WELFARE PROGRAMS, TEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION TO STUDY. 
Report...January 31, 1954. 1954. 10p. (Legis Doc 1954 no. 7) 


HIGHWAY FINANCE PLANNING COMMISSION, STATE TEMPORARY. Report...February 
1954, (1954) 75p. 


HORSE RACING IN NEW YORK STATE, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO STUDY ALL 
LAWS, RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO. Final report...1954. 1954. 
35p+appendix, (Legis Doc 1954 no. 45) 


LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of research and statistics. Child fruit and 
vegetable pickers, New York state, 1953; a study made by Division of 
industrial relations, Women in industry and minimum wage and Division 
of research and statistics. (1954) 12p+e7 tables. 


Employer associations engaged in collective bargaining; a direc- 
tory. (1954) Var.pag. (Publication no. B-71, November 1953) 


Teamster contracts in New York city. 1954 47p. (Special 
labor news memorandum no. 46, January 1954) 


LAW, DEPT. OF. Annual report of Nathaniel L. Goldstein, Attorney 
generalto the senate and assembly for the year 1953. (1954) 98p. 


LAW REVISION COMMISSION. Act, recommendation and studies relating to 
consolidation of membership corporations. 1953. 119p. 


MENTAL HYGIENE, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 64th...for the year ended 
March 31, 1952. 1953. 364p. (Legis Doc 1953 no. 82) 


MOTOR VEHICLE PROBLEMS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Modernization 
of the vehicle and traffic law of the state of New York based on the 
uniform vehicle code, part one. Rules of the road. 1954, 149p4 
tables. (Legis Doc 1954 no. 36) 


NEW YORK CITY, TEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION TO STUDY THE ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF. "Mock-up": part I-general mana- 
gerial assistance for the mayor. (1954) Var.pag. Mimeo. 


___ Part II: budgeting. (1954) Var.pag. Mimeo. 


Part III: personnel management. (1954) Var.pag. Mimeo. 


Report, 2nd and final. (1954) 102p. (Cover-title: Four steps to 
better government of New York city; a plan for action, part 2) 
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NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM. Catalog of type specimens of fossils in the 
New York state museum, supplement 4 by Clinton F. Kilfoyle, curator, 
paleontology. (1954) 719p. (Bulletin no. 348, March 1954) 


SCHOOL BUILDINGS, COMMISSION ON. More schools for your money! 1954, 
4%. (Finance handbook) 


What to do? about old school buildings; modernization versus re- 
Placement handbook, January 1954. (1954) 50p. 


STATE, DEPT, OF. Laws of the state of New York passed at the one 
hundred and seventy-sixth session of the legislature begun 
January 7th and ended March 21st, 1953, including two extra- 
ordinary sessions. 1953. 2 vols. 2949p. 


Local laws of the cities, counties, and villages in the state of 
New York enacted during the year 1952. 1953. 783p. 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell universit Ithaca. Asparagus 
(by) C. B. Raymond. (1954) 15p. (Cornell extension bulletin 909, 
March 1954) 


Bulk cooling and storage of milk on the farm (by) W. H. M. Morris 
(and others) (1954) 24p. (Cornell extension bulletin 899) 


Culinary herbs (by) W. C. Muenscher, Myron A. Rice, and Babette I. 
Brown. (1954) l4p. (Cornell extension bulletin 841, October 1951, 


reprinted March 1954) 


___. Spray schedules, 1954 (by) W. D. Mills and A. A. LaPlante. (1954) 
4Op. (Cornell extension bulletin 812, revised February 1954) 


__. Testing soil for lime needs (by) W. L. Garman. (1954) (4p) 
(Cornell extension bulletin 903, February 1954) 


Weed control in field crops, 1954 (by) Stanford N. Fertig. (1954) 
Folder. 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell universit Ithaca. Cooking 
frozen meats, poultry, game, and fish (by) Faith Fenton. (1954) 
15p. (Cornell extension bulletin 906, February 1954) 


UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report... 
March 17, 1954. 1954. 10lp. Mimeo. 


UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. Lists of regents with chancellors, 
vice chancellors and secretaries of...1784-1954. (1954) 19p. 


VETERANS AFFAIRS, DIV. OF. Directory, January 4, 1954. (1954) 3ip. 
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“PUBLIC LIBRARY: 
= 


me FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Activities in Libraries 


Edited by I. Marie Gustafson and Marion H. Vedder 
Library Extension 


Dutchess County. At a meeting of the Dutchess County Library Association, 
held April 24 in Poughkeepsie, Mrs. Grace Bennett, librarian of the 
Thrall Library, Middletown and Mrs. James T. Horton, librarian of the 
Orange County Community College, described their plan of action for 
an Orange County Library System. The organizational pattern being 
developed for a Clinton-Essex Multi-County Library System was out- 
lined by Wilfred L. Morin, Library Extension Division. There was 
also a discussion of workshops in library work for Dutchess County 
led by Irving A. Verschoor, -=-The Howland library, Beacon, has an 
active Friends of the Library group. They recently arranged for de- 
livery and collection of books to shut-ins. 


Genesee County. Mabel L. Case, librarian of the Richmond Memorial Li- 
brary, Batavia, addressed the Board of Education at their annual 
meeting. She explained the possibilities for improved library 
services by organizing a county-wide library system. 


Jamaica. The Board of Trustees of the Queens Borough Public Library has 
announced the appointment of Harold W. Tucker, librarian of Gary 
(Indiana) Public Library, as the chief librarian. He will assume 
his new duties about July l. . 


Jefferson County. Proceeds from a tag day held March 6 for the benefit 
of the Dexter Free Library have now exceeded $100. --The Black River 
Free Library has been enjoying storn windows this winter. The windows 
were donated by an interested and active patron of the library.- Five 
high school students have donated their time to working in the Adams 
Free Library. Under Mrs. Frances DeLawyer's direction, the students 
are re-marking and re-shelving, as well as cleaning, the entire collec- 
tion. -Mrs. Alice R. Dillin has been appointed librarian of the Adams 
Center Free Library. Mrs. Dillin succeeds Grace Cagwin, who resigned 
in order to accept a position at the local high school. 





Lewis County. The Lyons Falls Free Library has been presented a memorial 
shelf of books by Mrs. John Hanley, jr. in memory of her husband. The 
books are on sport subjects. The library sponsored an American Herit-—- 
age project this winter under the auspices of the Regional Library 
Service Center. 

Nassau County. Mrs. Elizabeth Kelly, Librarian of the Freeport Memorial 
Library, addressed the Freeport Kiwanis on the recent library expansion 
projects. --Michael Ressner is the newly-elected president of the 
Friends of the Peninsula Public Library in Lawrence. --The board of 
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the Long Beach Public Library has launched another drive to gain 
public approval in May of a $250,000 bond issue for a new building. 
The advertising is: "Available: One $250,000 library for $1. Sounds 
far-fetched - but that's what a new Lone Beach Library will cost the 
average taxpayer, according to the board. --Invitations are out for 
charter membership in the Friends of the Freeport Memorial Library. 
--The Franklin Square League held a used book sale - the proceeds to 
buy new books for the Franklin Square Public Library. --At the spring 
meeting of the Friends of the Floral Park Public Library Thomas G. 
Ratcliffe spoke on "Sixth Row Center" giving a review of plays of 
this season. This program completes a successful season of special 
events. Beautiful color pictures of Europe, Western Canada and 
Williamsburg were especially enjoyed while excursions into the fields 
of "weather" and "archeology" proved most interesting. A panel on 
India brought the series to a close with enjoyable and informative 
book reviews, --The Swan Club, Glenwood Landing, near Roslyn, was 
the scene of the 20th birthday celebration of the Nassau County 
Library Association on April 22. Francis R. St. John, director of 
the Brooklyn Public Library, was the main speaker. He spoke on his 
recent trip to the Near and Far East. 


New York. Paintings of Hans Christian Andersen's fairy tales by children 
from all over the world are on exhibition at The New York Public 
Library. The exhibition, on view in the Central Children's Room in 
the Fifth Avenue building, was opened by Madame Povla Frijsh, Danish 
concert artist and raconteur, with a program of readings in celebra- 
tion of Andersen's 149th birthday. "The Ugly Duckling", "The Emper- 
or's New Clothes", "The Steadfast Tin Soldier" and all the other 
beloved Andersen tales inspired the water-color paintings made by 
boys and girls of 45 countries. The paintings were lent to the Li- 
brary by Friendship among Children and Youth, the organization which 
brought them to this country. They were originally submitted to a 
contest held in Copenhagen under the auspices of the Queen of Denmark. 
Of the 4500 entries, 75 have been chosen for display at the Library. 
--"Friday Films", a noontime series of free motion pictures, are being 
held at The New York Public Library. A continuous program of "shorts" 
will be presented from noon to 2 p.m., Fridays, from April 2 to May 21, 
in Room 213 of the central building at Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street. 
This will be New York's first series of free noontime film programs. 
"Friday Films" is an experiment to see if such a program will be as 
popular in New York City as it has been in other cities. Each Friday, 
four 15-minute films will be shown continuously for a two-hour period, 
the first hour's program will be repeated at 1 p.m. 





Oneida County. Utica Public Library is marking 50 years of community 
service. A feature story with many pictures eppeared in a Sunday 
issue of the Utica Observer-Dispatch. 








Onondaga County. Ever since the Solvay Public Library did a little 
"book burning" of its own, its circulation has moved upward steadily. 
Of course, it was not literally "book burning", but 3,100 books were 
discarded because they were obsolete and of no interest to readers. 
As a result, young people are beating a path to the new books. Cir- 
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culation for the period of September to February went up nearly 50 
per cent over the previous comparable period, according to Miriam 
Oaks, librarian. 


Saratoga County. A community library for the Burnt Hills-Balliston area 
opened on April 3 in temporary quarters in the basement of the 
Catholic Church in Ballston Lake. Over 100 people attended the 
opening ceremonies which included remarks by Jack B. Spear of the 
Library Extension Division. 


Schenectady County. Schenectady County Public Library reports: Mrs. 
Floyd O'Connor, Assistant in charge of the Audio-Visual materials 


for the Schenectady Public Schools, showed the film "Inside Our 
Public Schools" at the Staff Association meeting on April 7. --Helyn 
Walton, member of the Catalog Department for the past 18 years, has 
resigned to take a position with the Atomic Power laboratory library, 
General Electric Company. --The library had a booth at the local 
Annual Hobby Show arranged by the YMCA, April 8, 9, 10. Exhibits 

of hobbies of library readers were shown together with books on the 
subject. -The library has contracted to furnish bookmobile service 
to Rexford School for the remainder of the school year. The two- 
room school is located outside the county and is the first such unit 
served on a contractual basis. 


Warren County. Friends of Crandall Library, Glens Falls, have made an 
interestine report of their activities during 1953-54: Membership - 
750 members who pay $1.00 a year. Budget for year - $1,571 (Admin- 
istered by the Friends of the Library group). Expenditures - In 
cooperation with local Lions' Club sponsored ceiling redecoration 
and installation of fluorescent lighting for three rooms; publication 
of a "Library News Letter" to Friends three times; purchase of teen- 
age books, phonograph recordings, duplicates of popular books ($300). 
Volunteer projects - A children's story hour each week during winter 
months; ten hours weekly volunteer assistance to library staff; weekly 
column "Library Topics"; a second-hand book sale in the park; a re- 
corded concert at noon hour during the summer; improved schedule of 
exhibits at the library. 


Wyoming County. Perry Public Library held a special display for the 
education anniversary celebration during the week of April 5-10, 
commemorating three historic dates in New York's education program, 
1784, 1854 and 1904. On display were: old text books, some published 
as early as 1837; a pamphlet dated 1854 extolling the merits of the 
Perry Academy; honor rolls of the Perry Academy. --March 1, 1954 
marked the 60th anniversary of the opening of the Stevens Memorial 
Library in Attica. 





MULTI-COUNTY LIBRARY ACTIVITIES 


Several meetings of the Clinton-Essex Library Aid Committee resulted in 
reports by the committees on the Bookmobile, Personnel, Centralization, 
Inter-library and Budget. A formal meeting was held in Plattsburgh 
under the Chairmanship of Wayne Byrne. Informal and specific committee 
meetings to study particular problems were held under the chairmanship 
of Richard Lawrence, jr. of Elizabethtown. 
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AND OF STATE-WIDE INTEREST 


Edited by Wilfred Laurier Morin and Mason Tolman 


Governor Dewey Speaks at Convocation: Governor Thomas E, Dewey was one 
of the featured speakers at the Convocation of the University of the 
State of New York held in Albany, April 8 and 9. Other speakers were: 
Dr. Frank P, Graves, former New York State Commissioner of Education; 
Harold E, Stassen, Director, Foreign Operations Administration; Jan Herman 
van Roijen, Ambassador of the Netherlands to the United States; and Ad- 
miral Arthur W. Radford, USN, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff. Honorary 
degrees were conferred on Mr. Stassen, Dr. van Roijen, Dr. Frederick 
Coykendall, Chairman, Board of Trustees, Columbia University, and to 

Sir Winston Churchill in absentia. Registered guests numbered 3500 and 
43 principal participants spoke or took part in the various programs of 
the Convocation; 1000 individuals attended the four luncheons; 37 charts 
and photographic murals highlighted Convocation exhibits. The State 
Library, Division of Archives and History and the State Museum also ex- 
hibited. The State Library emphasized its rare book collection display- 
ing such items as the Nuremberg Chronicle; George Washington's copy of 
John Pine's Book of Colored Engravings of the Uniforms of the British 
Army; Scenographia Americana; and the Catlin Album. Manuscripts in- 
cluded Washington's Farewell Address, the first draft; original draft 

of the Emancipation Proclamation; Charter of Liberties and Privileges; 
the Albany Plan of Union and papers found in the boots of British spy 
Major John Andre. Legal and medical classics were also on display. 


Librarian of Congress Appointed: L. Quincy Mumford, director of the 
Cleveland Public Library, has been appointed Librarian of Congress by 
President Eisenhower to replace Dr. Luther Evans who resigned to become 
director general of UNESCO. Mr. Mumford was in the New York Public Li- 
brary before going to Cleveland. He is vice-president for 1953-54 and 
president-elect for the 1954-55 presidency of the American Library Associ- 
ation. Mr. Mumford will be the llth Librarian of Congress and the first 
professionally trained librarian to receive the appointment. 


Book Available on Request: Harlan Hoyt Horner's "Education in New York 
State, 17Q4—=1954", just published by the University of the State of New 
York in Albany in commemoration of the 1954 Anniversary Convocation has 
been sent to all chartered public, college and wniversity libraries in 
New York State. Extra copies of this 166-page, handsomely illustrated, 
paper-bound volume may be obtained free by writing the Gift and Exchange 
Section of the New York State Library, Albany 1, New York. 


Successful Programs at Regional Center: Edward Heiliger, Regional Librar- 
ian, reports that 1000 persons attended the American Heritage meetings in 
the three counties forming the Regional Center last season. At the two-day 
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meeting of the adult education directors of the area, all reported they 
used the services of the Regional Center. The Center also reports that 
film circulation reached the hichest monthly total in Marchl1954, when 674 
films circulated to 45 libraries. The survey conducted by the ALA on a 
showing=-per-film basis found the Regional Center comparable to the third 
highest in the country. 






"Talking Books" Mark 20th Anniversary: 1954 is the 20th anniversary of 
the Talking Book. Over 2,000 titles of these special long-playing records 
of classical or modern books, fiction and nonfiction, are available free 
of charge to unsighted people. If you would like a free copy of a new 
attractive brochure on Talking Books and Library Service for the Blind, 
send a postal to New York State Library, Library for the Blind, 226 Elm 
Street, Albany 2, New York. 


German Librarian Visits Libraries: Dr. Werner Moehring, librarian of 

the Volkshochschule, the Museum of Arts and the Office for Culture in 
Mulheim, visited libraries in New York State seeing the American Heritage 
program in action, various adult programs and several of our larger units 
of library service. Dr. Moehring's trip was made possible by the National 
Welfare Assembly, Incorporated, of New York City. 





Farm and Home Week Exhibits: Current books for adults and children were 
on display at the Mann Library at Cornell University during Farm and Home 
Week held in Ithaca March 22-26, with Mrs. Anne Hulst in charge. A book- 
mobile was on display on the campus through the courtesy of The Gersten- 
Slager Company of Wooster, Ohio. L. Marion Moshier took charge of the 
bookmobile, demonstrating to rural residents the possibilities of having 
books and library services more readily accessible. An informal and in- 
complete tally of visitors to the bookmobile was 1169. Edward Heiliger 
had a display at the Mann Library, featuring the resources and services 
of the Regional Library Service Center at Watertown. 





Staff Visits Reader's Digest: Library Extension Division was well repre- 
sented at the annual field trip of the Library Public Relations Council. 
Those visiting the Reader's Digest plant at Chappaqua on April 14 were: 
Miss Moshier, Miss Boochever, Miss Gustafson, Mrs. Noller, Mr. Spear and 
Miss Vedder. 





Workshops on Library Services: The Orange County Community College an- 
nounces a spring session of a six-week workshop in Practical Library 
Service III. The course is given for librarians, members of library 
boards and others who are interested in improving library service in the 
community, in-service training, professional improvement, a refresher 
course and broader knowledze of library service. The first half of the 
course will be siven over to the administrative problems in the small 
public library; the second half will be devoted to the needs and services 
of young people in the public library. The classes will be held at the 
Orange County Community College, 115 South Street, Middletown, N.Y., every 
Wednesday starting April 14, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 pem. Irving Verschoor, 
Public Library Consultant of the Library Extension Division, with the co- 
operation of members of the Orange County Community College, will be the 
instructor. The fee for the course is $6, 
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A second workshop on cataloging and classification, sponsored by the 
Suffolk County Library Association, is being held at Patchogue Library. 
This is a four-week course and the instructors are Miss Vedder and Mr. 
Verschoor. Fifty students are enrolled; 35 from public libraries, nine 
from state institutions and six from school libraries. 


Norway Has an Exchanze Position: The NYLA Committee on Foreign Librarians 
is anxious to know if anyone is interested in an exchange position in 
Norway. The Kristiansend Folkebibliotek has a librarian desiring United 
States experience. If you are interested in this exchange position, will 
you please set in touch with Irvine Verschoor, Library Extension Division. 


Libraries and County Fairs: The 1954 list of agricultural fairs to be held 
in New York State in the late summer and early fall is now available from 
the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, Division of 
Arricultural Fairs, Many libraries of the State find participation in 
fairs 2 sood way to let people in rural areas know about services offered 
by libraries. The Library Extension Division urges participation in these 
fairs and throuch its Traveling Libraries section will make available kits 
of new books for the duration of any fair. 


Informal Hducation through Libraries: The Wisconsin Free Library Com 
mission will hold its sixth institute on public library management August 
1-14, at Kenwood Hall, Milwaukee. The institute will take up such subjects 
as: improvement of adult education services in the community; the many 
different forms that adult education takes in library programs; and the 
public library's responsibility to the community for adult education. 


Community Leadership Institute: The New York State Citizens' Council will 
hold its Tenth Annual Institute of Community Leadership, June 17-20 at 
Hobart Collese, Geneva. The Institute will consider such questions as: 
How can communities train more people for community action and development? 
What can be done through University-Community cooperation? Through adult 
education? How can Community education be tied to the live, important 
issues of today? 


County and Rerional Libraries Institute: Rutgers University in New Bruns- 
wick, New Jersey, will hold an Institute on County and Resional Libraries, 
June 7-11. The Institute has been planned by the Graduate School of Li- 
brary Service. Its purpose is to improve books and library services to 
rural districts, towns and small cities. The present role and prospects 

of county and regional libraries will be surveyed, the sovernmental and 
community setting in which they function examined and basic considerations 
in their administration analyzed. The meetings will be held Monday through 
Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon and 1:30 to 4 p.m. 


NYLA General Conference Speakers Announced: Miss Mary L. Tarbox, Vice- 
President of the New York Library Association, has announced that David H. 
Clift, Executive Secretary of the American Library Association, Freeman 
Lewis, Executive Vice-President of Pocket Books, Inc., and Virgilia 
Peterson, moderator of the TV program, "The Author Meets the Critics", 
will address NYLA at its October meeting in Buffalo, New York. 


The Bookmark 
















"The possibility of achieving a healthy maturity and old 
age is within our grasp. Medical science, which has contrib- 

uted so much by increasing the average life span of the people 
of this country, can help them enjoy these added years of 

life in comfort and usefulness. The physician alone is power- 
less without the intelligent co-operation of the aging person. 
The maintenance of health with advancing years is a very indi- 
vidual problem to which each aging person must make his own 


contribution. " 


From Add life to your years, by Ernst P. Boas, M.D., 
The McBride Company, $3.50, copyright 1954. 
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